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Abstract

Multiculturalism vs. Interculturalism Dispute and “Foreign Schools” in Japan
—— A thought from the self-reevaluation attempt of the “Multicultural Children’s Project” ——

ONUKI, Daisuke

As part of the self-reevaluation process of the “Multicultural Children's Project” (an active learning
project of the Faculty of Humanities and Culture, Tokai University), we attempted to reexamine the nature
of the project in the context of the “multiculturalism vs. interculturalism” dispute taking place in western
societies. In the process, a theorem-like understanding emerged that "interculturalism is not possible without
the premise of multiculturalism". At least in the field of education in Japan, attempts to integrate immigrant
children (interculturalist measures) seem to be deemed assimilationist without the recognition of their
cultural and linguistic rights (multiculturalist policies). Examples backing such claim are presented by
discussing the situation of the foreign schools (ethnic and international schools) that participate in our
“UNESCO Youth Seminar”.

UNESCO stated in its important document on international understanding education in 1974 that
“(international education) should develop a sense of social responsibility and of solidarity with less privileged
groups and should lead to observance of the principles of equality in everyday conduct”. Emergence of such
sense 1s exactly what we see happen, albeit naively, in our annual “UNESCO Youth Seminars” as students
and teachers from Japanese UNESCO associated schools and foreign schools gather to discuss global and
national issues spending two days and a night together. As a conclusion of our self-reevaluation, we see that
our project is in line with both multiculturalist and interculturalist ideas. We understand, as well as
experience, that multiculturalist and interculturalist attitudes and competencies develop in dialogue with
each other in a spiral manner. We find it important that the participants of our annual “UNESCO Youth
Seminars” work with each other using not only their “minds”, but also their “hearts” and “bodies” crossing

cultural, linguistic and social boundaries.
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